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KARNATAKA STATE OPEN UNIVERSITY
Mukthagangothri, Mysore — 570006

The Ordinance Governing the Standards and Procedures for the Award of the
Degree of Doctor of Philosophy, KSOU, (Third Amendment - 2021).

PREAMBLE:

WHEREAS the University Grants Commission has framed University Grants
Commission - Minimum Standards and Procedure for Award of Degree of Doctor of
Philosophy (abbreviated as PhD Degree) Regulations, 2009 and suggested to adopt them

in all Universities in the country;

WHEREAS the Karnataka State Higher Education Council constituted a Committee to
frame common regulations for conducting PhD Programme in Universities in the State
according to the UGC Regulations mentioned above;

WHEREAS the said Committee suggested draft regulations to govern the PhD Degree
and this University considered the same;

WHEREAS the matters relating to admission of students, the course of study, the award
of degrees, come under the scope of Ordinances under Section 24 (1) (a) of the Karnataka
State Open University Act, 1992 and the scope of Regulations provided in this University

Act;

WHEREAS it is also provided in Section 24 (2) of this University Act that the first
Ordinances shall be made by the Chancellor with the previous approval of the State

Government;

WHEREAS the University has the First Ordinances as approved by the Chancellor on
17.08.2004, wherein, it is provided that the Board of Management may make Ordinances
in the manner as provided therein through amendments. Accordingly, PhD Ordinance
2012 was prepared and the same has been assented by the Chancellor on 04-10-2012.This
ordinance was subsequently amended by adopting the latest guidelines of the UGC
(Minimum Standards and Procedure for Award of M. Phil./PhD Degrees) Regulations,
2016. Hence, The Ordinance Governing the Standards and Procedures for the award of

the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy, 2018 was adopted.
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Whereas further refinement in the said Ordinance was necessitated and changes hay,
been incorporated and The Ordinance Governing the Standards and Procedures for the
Award of the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy, KSOU, (Second Amendment — 2019) jg
was adopted.

Whereas further refinement in the said Ordinance was necessitated and changes haye
been incorporated and The Ordinance Governing the Standards and Procedures for the
Award of the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy, KSOU, (Third Amendment — 2021) js
hereby adopted.

In exercise of powers conferred under Statues (pertaining to the manner in which
ordinances are to be made) read with Section 24(1) (A) of The Karnataka State Open
University Act, 1992,

The Vice-Chancellor and the Board of Management amend and approve the following
Ordinance.

Salient Features

01. Admissions shall be based mainly on the entrance test and an Assessment Interview
duly following the merit-cum-reservation policy of the State Government.

02.  Only the predetermined number of students shall be admitted to the programme.

| 03. Allocation of Research Supervisors for selected students shall be decided by the
academic department concerned in a formal manner depending on the number of
research vacancies available in_the department. Further, the allotment shall be made
considering the available specialisations among the Research Supervisors and the
student’s research interests as indicated by the student during the interview.

04. The selected student has to undertake mandatory Course Work which is a Pre-PhD
preparation.

05.  Research work may be carried out either on a full-time basis or part-time basis in
regular mode only. PhD programme is not offered in the distance education mode.

06. The Thesis shall be adjudicated by a Board of Adjudicators consisting of three

examiners including the Research Supervisor, out of which preferably one shall be
from outside the state/country.
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X1

1.2

1.3

This Ordinance shall be called as The Ordinance governing the Standards and Procedures
for the Award of the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy, (Third Amendment 2021).

These Ordinances shall come into the force from the date on which they are approved by
the Vice-Chancellor and the Board of Management of the University.

The Dean (Academic) shall be responsible for conducting the PhD Programme from the
stage of notification for admission, monitoring the selection, research progress and other
administrative procedures and issues. However, the Registrar (Evaluation) shall be
responsible for conducting the Entrance Test, evaluation and the award of PhD degree.

02.

Definitions

2.1

2.2

23

24

#.5

2.6

2.7

2.8

University means Karnataka State Open University established and incorporated
under section 3 of the KSOU Act, 1992.

Degree means the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy (abbreviated as PhD).

Fee means various types of fee/s prescribed by the University for PhD Programme from
time to time.

Entrance Test means the test taken by the applicants who seek to qualify themselves for
registration for PhD Programme in various subject streams.

Pre-registration Colloguium means the presentation of the PhD proposal prepared by the
candidate before the Research Advisory Committee to provide his/her preparedness to
take up the research work.

Course Work means the mandatory courses prescribed as a part of the PhD programme
and which all the candidates shall successfully complete as a pre-requisite to start the
preparation of PhD Thesis.

Research Supervisor means the Regular faculty members of KSOU recognized by
University to guide research work of a candidate who fulfills the eligibility norms
prescribed.

Co-Supervisor means the faculty/scientist/expert recognized by the University who |
fulfills eligibility as provided in section 10 and agrees to supervise the work of a

Karnataka State Open University
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i ch of the
2.9 Department means the concerned Department of Studies anc;) (I:eseaer e
University/Institution where a candidate intends to work for the PhD degre
full-time or as a part-time candidate.

2.10 Department Research Committee (DRC) means the committee' constltut:ied by the
University to select the candidates for the available research vacancies at the department
level to conduct research for PhD degree.

2.11 Research Advisory Committee means the committee constituted by the University to
review the research proposal, guide the scholar to develop study design and methodology
and monitor the progress of the research work of a candidate.

2.12 Board of Studies means the Postgraduate Board of Studies in the subject concerned/ Joint
Boards of Studies when more than one subject is involved or Interdisciplinary Board of

Studies as constituted by the University. |

2.13 Interdisciplinary Board of Studies means Board of Studies, which comes into existence
when the researcher’s subject in Master Degree pursued is different from that at PhD
level. In such cases, the Board shall comprise of members from the two disciplinary
backgrounds and Chairperson of the Board shall be from the subject in which the |
researcher intends to pursue his PhD Degree. If the subject at Master Degree level |
studied by the researcher is not offered by the University, then members representing
such discipline shall be nominated from other Universities recognized by UGC.

2.14 Research Proposal means a brief write-up in the form of research proposal on the

proposed research work which shall be submitted by the candidate along with the
application (Application-B) for provisional registration for PhD programme

2.15 Synopsis means the final synopsis of the com
submitted by the candidate.

pleted research work which shall be

2.16 Sponsored Candidate means those permanent em
research institution and organisation of public/
including the permanent teachers on FIP/QIP.

ployees of an educational and/or
private sector deputed to pursue PhD

2.17 International Student means those who are foreign citizens and who have completed

their master’s degree or equivalent degree recognized by UGC as equivalent to post
graduate degree from a recognized foreign University/Institution.
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2.18 Academic Council means Academic C _ - : _ _
0 | t
19 of the KSOU Act, 1992. uncil of the University constituted under section

2.19 Refereed/Reputed Journal means a professional or literary journal recognized by UGC’s

i _ l_ISt of journals or a publication in which articles or papers are selected for
publication by a panel of referees who are experts in the field.

03. Subject/Title of the Research and the Nature of Research Programme

3.1 The subject/title of the research shall normally be related to the main branch of
knowledge chosen by the applicant at the level of his/her post-graduate studies.

F Yo Interflisciplinary Research: However, a candidate who is willing to take up research in
a subj.ect ot!‘ner than the one chosen for post-graduate degree and/or in a subject which is
of an interdisciplinary nature shall also be eligible for registration as follows:

3.2.1 In case of interdisciplinary research, the candidate shall be eligible for registration
provided the research topic and the proposal is recommended by the Research Advisory
Committee and approved by the concerned Board of studies of the subject/discipline;
wherein, he/she wants to work for the Doctoral Degree. In this case, the Degree shall be
awarded in the subject/discipline in which he/she has applied/registered for PhD Degree.
Further, if the nature of research work requires, a co-supervisor from another discipline
(i.e., the subject chosen by the candidate at his/her Master Degree) may be taken/opted.

3.2.2 If the candidate wants to pursue the PhD degree in the subject/discipline other than the
one which he/she has chosen for post-graduate degree, then:

- A special Board comprising of the Chairperson of both the Boards of Studies and
departments shall examine the proposal and decide the Department to which the
application shall be sent for further processing. Once the special Board decides and
sends the application to a Department, then all the research work shall be carried
out in that Department under the supervision of a Research Supervisor who belong
to the Department. Further, the Degree shall be awarded in the subject/discipline of

the Department to which the application is sent.

e If the subject studied by the candidate at Master’s level is not currently being
offered by the University, then Interdisciplinary Board of Studies shall be
constituted in which members representing such discipline from other Universities
recognized by UGC and as well as the members belonging to the subject discipline
at PhD level shall be nominated. Chairperson of the Board shall be from the

University representing the subject discipline at PhD level.
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3.3 There shall be two types of research engagements; one, full-time a.nd another part-time,
Part-time PhD programme is normally for the benefit .of v\forkmg PRI Sufth as
teachers employed in post-graduate departments of the Unfvers!ty, affiliated /COI'I?Iltl:lem
colleges of the University or any other Indiafl Umvel"sny/ Resear?h Institution/
Organization, and also those working as Librarians/physical education [.)ersonm.:].
However, there shall be no bar on others to take up the Doctoral work on PATI-AIE Gy,
Minimum attendance for part-time programme is one hundred days excluding the days

attended for course work classes.

34 The employees who take up PhD programme on a full-time basi.s shall produce a
certificate from their employee-organizations for having been sanctioned study leave.
Other candidates who take up PhD Programme on a full-time basis shall give ap
undertaking to the effect that they will not take up any job during the period of research,

3.5 Candidates who avail of any type of scholarship are required to pursue their research
work on full-time basis only. Such candidates are required to be present at the
Department and attendance register for such research scholars shall be maintained at the
department.

04. Eligibility to apply for admission to PhD Degree Programme

44.1 Candidates applying ffor admission to the PhD Degree shall have a Master's degree or a
professional degree (or equivalent thereto) with at least 55% marks in aggregate or its
equivalent grade 'B' in the UGC 7-point scale or an equivalent degree from a foreign

educational institution accredited by the approved Assessment and Accreditation Agency
of the home country concerned.

|
A person whose M. Phil. dissertation has been evaluated and the viva voce is |
pending may also be admitted to the PhD programme of the same institution;

*  Candidates possessing M. Phil.

Institution accredited by approve
home country.

Degree of an Indian Institution or a Foreign
d Assessment and Accreditation Agency of the

be 50% provided they (i.e., emplo
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Note: Relaxation for the candidates belonging to other categories shall be as per the
decisions of the UGC from time to time,

43 If the results of the Master’s Degree are declared in the form of grades/credits/

cumulative grade points in their Marks Cards/transcripts, such grades/points shall be

converted into a percentage to assess the minimum eligibility criteria as specified above
in Regulations 4.1 and 4.2.

5.1 As per UGC Regulations, 2016:

A Professor as a Research Supervisor can guide eight PhD scholars.

An Associate Professor as a Research Supervisor can guide six PhD scholars.
An Assistant Professor as a Research Supervisor can guide four PhD scholars.

Details of intake of PhD scholars per Research Supervisor and reservation applicable for
selection of candidates per Research Supervisor as per norms are as below.

Allotment of candidates to the Research Supervisors

s e o Mo SC/ST/CAT-
esearch of o : i e
S ani e et Bhae L Candidates
Supervisor | Candidates i
| ' Min. of 01 -SC .
Prof Min. of 02
kL OF Min of 01- ST/Cat-1 g
Associate Professor 06 Min. of 01 Min. of 01
Assistant Professor 04 Min. of 01 Min. of 01

: 5.2 Reservation shall be as per the category-wise merit list. The reservation shall be as per the
i claim made by the candidate in the application evidenced by relevant certificates/
: documents. A fter fulfilling the reservation weightage as per the above table, the
remaining seats shall be allotted as per the merit list.
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The seats reserved for SC and ST/ Category-1 candidates shall be interchangeable (i.e.
SC vacancy shall be filled with ST/Category-1 candidate and vice-verse,). However, they,
shall not be transferred to the general pool. In spite of the above relaxation, the seats
allotted for SC/ST/OBC non-creamy layer/differently abled categories remain unfilled.|
University shall launch a special admission drive for that particular category within one
month from the date of closure of admissions of general category.

Reservation to Hyderabad Karnataka Students (8%)/ Specially Enabled students (3%)
and such other reservations shall be based on the number of vacancies available of each
department at the time of notification. |

5.3 A Research Supervisor apart from the maximum permissible number of candidates can
guide one international student. These international students shall not be transferred to
the general pool. Such students shall pay requisite fees as decided by the University.

5.4 Under extraordinary circumstances, the Vice-Chancellor shall permit the Research
Supervisor to guide an additional PhD candidate as per existing guidelines stipulated by
the University. Further once a vacancy is created under that supervisor, the additional
candidate shall be treated as the regular research scholar. ‘

5.5 Whenever vacancies are available under recognized guide and if validity of waiting list is
expired and new notification is not announced due to unavoidable circumstances, then,
they can supervise candidates who have cleared the UGC/UGC-CSIR, JRF
Test/NET/GATE/GRE/K-SET or SLET/M. Phil. Their competency and suitability shall
be assessed by Department Research Committee (DRC). | |

6.1 The University shall issue a notification inviting applications for PhD programme from
the eligible candidates mentioning the number of seats available in each subject. The |
notification shall be issued as a press note or as an advertisement in leading newspapers l
and on University website once in a year, preferably in the month of June/July.
Application format along with instructions/information pertaining to the programmei
shall be made available on the University website. |

6.2 A vacancy is created once the thesis is submitted by research scholar.

- 07.  Submission ,6frApplicatiniis :andfprpgessihg : 4 o w7

7.1  Application —A, as per annexure-A shall be submitted to the Chairperson of the
concerned post-graduate department.
N\
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7.2 (a) The Chairperson of the Post-graduate Department, with the help of the faculty
members of the Department shall arrange for scrutiny of applications to determine
the eligibility including that of the applications which are exempted from the
entrance test. They shall submit the detailed list to Dean (Academic) section, which
will in turnexamine it and send eligible candidates list to the Registrar (Evaluation).

(b) Board of Examiners (BOE-PhD CET) shall be constituted by Registrar (Evaluation)

and the Board is entrusted with the responsibility of setting the question papers for
common entrance tests.

B (c) Registrar (Evaluation) shall fix the date and conduct the Common Entrance Test
and announce the results on the University’s website.

(d) Once the results are announced, Chairperson of the concerned post-graduate
department shall prepare the consolidated list of applicants, and arrange for
compulsory Assessment Interview/Viva-Voce through DRC.

7.3 Upon completion of the selection of applicants for PhD programme and Assessment
Interview/Viva-Voce, supervisor allotment counseling, the selected candidates (including
those who are exempted from the entrance test) shall submit Application-B along with
the tentative research proposal to the Chairperson of the concerned Post-Graduate

Department for provisional registration of PhD programme after paying the requisite fee
to the University.

7.4 The chairperson of the department shall send the application along with recommendation
of the Department Research Committee to the Chairperson of the Board of Studies for its
approval. Chairperson of the board of studies shall return them after approval or
otherwise to the chairperson of the postgraduate department who, in turn shall forward
them to the office of Dean(Academic) for further process along with the details of marks
allotted by individual members of the DRC and a consolidated marks list.

7.5 The tentative research proposal shall be placed before RAC. It shall be sent to BOS for
Approval after its acceptance in RAC.

7.6 The provisionally registered candidates shall undergo Course Work Programme applicable
as per 17.0

7.6 After the completion of the Course Work, the successful candidates shall submit
Application — C, as per annexure C, to the Chairperson of the Post-Graduate Department
who shall forward the same to the Office of Dean (Academic) for confirmation of
registration for PhD programme. Dean Academic shall issue permanent registration

L certificate to the scholars who have successfully completed the course work.
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